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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-2
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Boyer and Gulliford
Date of Introduction: January 13, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: R, TEU
Date of Analysis: January 15, 2015
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 73 – Environmental Protection Board – to provide that the Board shall compile and distribute on an annual basis a report on water quality (drinking water, surface water and groundwater) in the city. The report shall be distributed to all CPACs and registered neighborhood organizations and shall be coded or in a searchable format so that citizens and organizations can easily locate information relevant to their particular neighborhood or area of town. The EPB is also required to report on incidents of chemical spills, water pollution, groundwater contamination or other health hazards known to the City Environmental Quality Division or the Florida Department of Environmental Quality. The reporting may take the form of posting the information on the City’s web site, through a specially-developed alert system,  or through communication with local news media which can relay the information to the general public in the event of an emergency.
Background Information: During the course of its deliberations the Task Force on Consolidated Government learned that, while the state and City collect and compile a good deal of environmental and water quality information on a regular basis, that information is not easily available to the general public on anything less than a quarterly or annual basis, and when available is not easily searchable in a way that allows neighborhood organizations or interested citizens to pinpoint potential environmental hazards in their immediate vicinity. This amendment seeks to make environmental information, particularly information relating to incidents of water contamination, chemical spills, etc. that could have an immediate impact on public health and safety, more readily available in a way that informs the public immediately and effectively about such potential hazards.
Policy Impact Area: Public health and safety; data reporting
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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